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Superfund Sites
19241940s

Wetland area reclaimed by
filling with construction debris
and other unidentified materials

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) identifies land areas throughout the United States, that have been contaminated by hazardous waste and pose a
risk to human health and/or the environment. These sites are candidates for cleanup and are added to the EPAs National Priorities List (NPL).

What We Know
Melrose Elementary School
Built on reclaimed wetland
area

• The School is located in a low-income residential area.
• Reported health issues (including deaths) of
individuals who had long term involvement at the
elementary school.
• The site was used as a dumpsite in the 1920s-1940s,
but the exact contaminants have not been made public.
• 2014- An in ground gardening project was stopped due
to the designation of the site as a Brownfield
• The site is on the EPA’s Hazardous Waste Site list but
not listed as a priority.
• The FDEP does not list the site as contaminated but
there is no explanation for why.
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1993

October, school temporarily
closed due to the potential
health risk of high lead levels in
the soil

What We Have Done
Last EPA inspection
Top 2 feet of soil replaced
(Playground area)

• Collected soil samples from the perimeter of the school and a
nearby playground
• Digested the samples and tested them for Lead, Cadmium, and
Arsenic
• Researched public information on the Melrose Lead Site and it’s
history
• Contacted the EPA, and FDEP studies concerning the Melrose
Lead Site
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Report states that subsurface
contaminants are still present
No further monitoring reported

* 2018 Levels were approximately 30 percent higher than the reported results, when
compared to lab results for the standard sample. Lab tests need to be repeated.

Next Steps
Groundbreaking for new
building

• File a Freedom of Information Act request with the EPA and the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection (FDEP)
• Provide information to the Pinellas County School Board and give them an opportunity to respond
• Ascertain exactly what contaminants were originally dumped at the sight
• Due to the replacement of the top two feet of soil in 1993, it is recommended that further testing of
subsurface soil be performed.
• Ascertain the Melrose Elementary School irrigation system water source.
• Further grounds testing is required per the EPA’s stated claim that further cleanup was needed, yet to
date, no subsequent actions have been taken
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Student research begins
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